
TRAVEL TO Kenya 
Conversation Cheat Sheet

MONEY & SHOPPING

AROUND TOWN

SURVIVAL PHRASES

Tafadhali nipeleke ~

Please take me to ~

Msalani ni wapi?

Where is the restroom?

Stesheni iko wapi?

Where is the station?
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Shilingi elfu hamsini na nne
five hundred shillings

Shilingi elfu ishirini na moja 
mia sita na tano

two hundred shillings
Shilingi elfu kumi 

na mia nane

hundred shillings

Shilingi mia moja 
na nane

one shilling
Shilingi elfu moja 

na themanini

ten shillings
Shilingi elfu mbili mia 

moja na sitini

twenty shillings
Shilingi elfu tano 

na mia nne

fifty shillings
Shilingi elfu mbili mia 

moja na sitini

twenty shillings

Malindi

Malindi
Ziwa Turkana

Lake Turkana
Mlima Kenya

Mount Kenya

mbuga la wanyama la 
Tsavo

mbuga la wanyama la 
Nairobi

Nairobi National Park Tsavo National Park
kisiwa cha Lamu

Lamu Island

I’d like to go to ~
Ningependa kwenda ~

Where is ~ ?
~ iko wapi?

Is there an ATM 
nearby ?

Kuna mashine za kutoa 
pesa karibu?

How much is ~ ?
~ ni ngapi?
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Naelewa.

I understand.

Ndio nafanya hivyo.

Yes, I do.

Bila shaka.

Of course.

Sielewi

I don't understand.

La, sifanyi hivyo.

No I don’t.

La, siwezi ikula.

No, I can’t eat it.

Je, unaelewa?

Do you understand?

Je, unaelewa?

Do you speak English?

Unaweza kula hii?

Can you eat this?

Jambo.

Hello.

Ni vyema kukujua.

Nice to meet you.

Nina ~.

I am ~

Nisamehe.

I'm sorry.

Ndio.

Yes.

La.

No.

Niwie radhi.

Excuse me.

Tafadhali.

Please.

Asante.

Thank you.

ASKING QUESTIONS

COMMUNICATION

ORDERING FOOD

COUNTERS

chapati

roasted meat

githeri

pilau

fish

 
roasted chicken

banana dish

irio

COUNTERS

Moja

1

Mbili

2

Tatu

3

Nne

4

Tano

5

Sita

6

Saba

7

Nane

8

Tisa

9

Kumi

10

I don’t understand.
Sielewi

Hello.
Jambo.

Excuse me.
Niwie radhi.

~ please.
~ tafadhali.

What do you 
recommend?

Unaandaa 
nini?

~ please.
~ tafadhali

pilau nyama choma kuku choma irio

githeri chapati Samaki Matoke
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